The first isolatable product of the oxidative coupling sequence of 2,6-di-íerí-butyl-4-thiocyanatophenol is an asymmetric dihydrop-diphenoquinone with two isothiocyanato groups at the sp^ carbon atoms. 2,6-Di-tórt-butyl-4-thiocyanatophenol did not give simple dehydrodimers (see refs. 1-4) on oxidative coupling but, surprisingly, both thiocyanato groups rearranged to the isothiocyanato groups with a simultaneous change in position to give the title compound. An analysis of the ring puckering (see refs. 5-6) of CI to C6 reveals an envelope conformation ^ (see ref. 7 ) with the puckering amplitude Q = 0.419(2) Â and angles θ == 130.1 ( 1 )° and φ = 115.0(1)°. The cyclohexadienone ring (C9 to С14) is slightly twisted against the best plane CI to C6 with an angle of 15.5(1)°. Another crystal structure with the same cyclohexenone motif, 2,6-di-iert-butyl-4-hydroxy-4,5-diphenylcyclohex-2-en-1-one, showed a completely different geometry, i. 
